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Children’s Worker Safety Checking: Strengthening Compliance 
Monitoring and the Workforce Restriction

Portfolio Education

On 28 September 2026, the Cabinet Business Committee:

1 noted that the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care recommended that the 
Government should review all legislation and regulations relating to the care of children and
ensure that children’s worker safety checking is fit for purpose (recommendations 42 and 
58b);

2 noted that in 2024, the Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee directed officials to undertake 
further work on options to strengthen safety checking requirements under the Children’s Act
2014 (the Act) as part of the Government’s response to the Royal Commission 
[SOU-24-MIN-0119];

3 noted that the children’s worker safety checking system provides a framework that helps 
keep children safe but can be further strengthened;

4 agreed to amend the Act to extend the workforce restriction to all children’s workers so 
people who have been convicted of a specified offence in Schedule 2 of the Act (irrespective
of the Clean Slate Scheme) are restricted from working in any children’s worker roles unless
they have an exemption;

5 agreed to amend the Act to update the list of specified offences at Schedule 2 of the Act that
trigger the workforce restriction to include seven additional offences: 

5.1 s131AB of the Crimes Act 1961: Grooming for sexual conduct with young person;

5.2 s189A of the Crimes Act 1961: Strangulation or suffocation;

5.3 s216H of the Crimes Act 1961: Prohibition on making intimate visual recording;

5.4 s216I of the Crimes Act 1961: Prohibition on possessing intimate visual recording in
certain circumstances;

5.5 s216J of the Crimes Act 1961: Prohibition on publishing, importing, exporting, or 
selling intimate visual recordings;

5.6 s216Q of the Crimes Act 1961: Stalking and harassment; and

5.7 s22A of the Harmful Digital Communications Act 2015: Posting intimate visual 
recording without consent;
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