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Follow me by Samantha Montgomerie
Introduction
In this story Kiwi, Weka, and their chicks play a game of follow the leader. Who is the fastest?
Your child has been learning the ways sounds match letters and how to use this knowledge to read words. Follow Me gives your child the opportunity to practise reading these words in a book.
Follow Me focuses on words that include these sounds:
ow | ay | ea
You could practise the sounds before reading and use them to make these words:
follow | slow | say | may | lead | read
You might need to tell your child these words:
come | other | are | over | away
Before reading, you could read the title together and make a connection between this and the picture on the cover. Ask your child about what game the animals are playing. Who is the leader in the picture?
When your child is reading, they might come across a word they don’t know. When this happens, wait a few seconds, then help them to sound out and blend the sounds together to read the word. For example, the sounds s-l-ow are blended together quickly to say slow. 
For more information, see Practising sounds and letters Year 1 page on the Ministry of Education website: https://tinyurl.com/2fryjuy7
The final slide has ideas for how you might talk about the story after reading.
The story
“Follow me,” Kiwi says to Kiwi Chick.
“We will go over the rocks and under the trees to the stream.”
Kiwi Chick follows Kiwi.
Kiwi sees Weka over the other side of the stream.
“Come and follow me,” says Weka.
The weka chicks run in a row.
“Follow us,” they say.
“We will show the way.”
“Follow us under the trees,” say the weka chicks.
“We are not slow.”
“Follow me,” says Kiwi Chick.
“The rock is low.”
They all run under the big rock.
“You are slow, Kiwi Chick,” say the weka chicks.
“Follow me,” says Kiwi Chick, and this time I will not go slow.”
Kiwi Chick zooms away.
“I am the leader.”
“You are not slow,” says Kiwi.
“But the sun is up and we must go.”
“I will be the leader,” says Kiwi Chick. “Follow me.”
It’s the end of the story.
Discussion time
Talk about the story with your child.
· The animals are playing follow the leader. Do you like to play this game?
· When the sun comes up, Kiwi says it is time to go. Talk about kiwi and how they are nocturnal animals that sleep during the day.
· Help your child to retell the story. You could support your child to make up a different ending.
Encourage your child to reread the story to build their accuracy 
and fluency.
Follow Me is from the Ready to Read Phonics Plus series (Ministry of Education): https://tinyurl.com/5n8cru3r 
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