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A Batch of Pancakes
By Anna Kirschberg and Maggie Boston
Introduction
In this story Tāne and Nat are having a sleepover when they decide to make pancakes, but there is a big spill.
Your child has been learning the ways that sounds match letters and how to use this knowledge to read words. A Batch of Pancakes gives your child the opportunity to practise reading these words in a book. 
A Batch of Pancakes focuses on words with the spelling pattern tch for the /ch/ sound and the letter x. 
tch is used at the end of a one-syllable word after a short vowel sound. Three letters are used to represent one sound.
The letter x represents two sounds: /k/ then /s/. You could practise the sounds before reading and use them to make these words:
hatch | batch | fetch | six | mix | fix
You might need to tell your child these words:
pancakes | eggs | floor | mess | what | whip
Before reading, you could read the title together and make a connection between this and the picture on the cover. Ask your child what they think has happened. Talk about the expressions on Nat and Tāne’s faces and what they are thinking. 
When your child is reading, they might come across a word they don’t know. When this happens, wait a few seconds, then help them to sound out and blend the sounds together to read the word. For example, the sounds b-a-tch are blended together quickly to say batch. Make sure your child understands that batch means a group or collection of the same kind of thing.
For more information, see Practising sounds and letters in Year 1 – Ministry of Education
The final slide has ideas for how you might talk about the story after reading.
You might talk about the text after reading.
The story
“Let’s hatch a plan. 
Let’s whip up a batch of pancakes,” says Nat.
“Can you fetch six eggs?” asks Nat. 
The kids mix and mix.
“This is fun,” says Tāne.
“This is a big mix,” says Nat.
“Catch the mix!” yells Tāne. 
The big mix slops onto the floor.
“What a big mess! 
Fetch the mop,” says Mum. 
“Let’s fix it.” 
This is the end of the story.
Discussion time
Talk about the story with your child.
· Talk about the characters’ experiences with baking or cooking. Do Nat and Tāne like helping in the kitchen? 
· Why does Mum say to fetch the mop at the end of the story? 
· Talk together about how Nat and Tāne are feeling at the end of the story. Discuss whether they will get to make any more pancakes.
· Help your child retell the story. 
Encourage your child to reread the story to build their accuracy and fluency.
A Batch of Pancakes is from the Ready to Read Phonics Plus series (Ministry of Education).
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