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Annex 3:  Substantive changes to existing and previously 

planned NCEA Achievement Standards subjects   

Existing and previously planned NCEA Achievement Standards subjects now 

being progressed through an integrated approach  

• Currently there are four science NCEA Achievement Standards subjects at Level 1: 

Agriculture & Horticulture Science, Science, Chemistry & Biology, and Physics, Earth 

& Space Science. This will be reduced to two science subjects at Year 11 that together 

provide a breadth of learning, support equity, and keep student pathways open longer   

• Separate Health and Food & Nutrition NCEA Achievement Standards subjects had 

previously been planned at Level 2 and 3. These have been consolidated nto on  Health 

Education curriculum subject. This reflects the holistic nature of the discipline  inc uding the 

place of nutrition and food knowledge in health education. Note that separate consideration 

will be given to subjects covering practical food preparation skil s as part of work on industry-

led subjects.  

• Separate Materials Technologies and Processing Technologies NCEA Achievement 

Standards subjects had previously been planned at Le el 2 nd 3  These have been 

consolidated into a single Year 12 and 13 curriculum subject, with opportunities to specialise 

through constrained choice. This reflects that the e is a common body of knowledge as well 

as knowledge that is specific to particular specialisat ons (e.g. to food technology or 

textiles).  

• Art History has relatively low demand and wil  not be progressed as a standalone curriculum 

subject. The knowledge will be integrated into the planned specialist arts subjects. This will 

strengthen those subjects as students would be l arning the historical knowledge relevant for 

their specialist area rather than missing out on it or having to do an entire separate subject. 

While this may be perceived as r ducing the depth of study possible in art history, New 

Zealand is an outlier in the jurisdictions and international qualifications we examined in terms 

of offering it as a standalone subject.  

• Education for Sus inability (previously planned to be redeveloped as Environment & 

Societies) has relatively low demand and will not be progressed as a standalone curriculum 

subject. The knowledge will be integrated into other subjects, particularly Geography, and 

Earth & Space Science. Knowledge about sustainability will also be built into other subjects 

such as Tech ology, reflecting the importance of this knowledge in the context of global 

challenges    

• A ribus ness has relatively low demand and will not be progressed as a standalone 

cu riculum subject. The knowledge will be integrated into the Business Studies subject.  

• Toiora (Māori health models) and Te Ao Tū Taua (Traditional Māori Martial Arts) had 

previously been planned as new Achievement Standards for NCEA Level 2 and 3. The 

knowledge planned for these Achievement Standards is now being integrated into other 

knowledge-rich subjects to make sure that they cover relevant knowledge from te ao Māori. 

For example, knowledge of Māori health models is an important part of learning about health 

in New Zealand.   
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• Tauhokohoko (Marketing), Raranga (Māori Weaving), and Te Hītori o Aotearoa 

(Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories) had previously been signalled as potential new 

Achievement Standards for NCEA, on which there would be further engagement. The 

knowledge that may have been included in Tauhokohoko and Te Hītori o Aotearoa will be 

covered in other subjects that are being made newly available in te reo Māori (e.g. Business 

Studies and History). Raranga will be able to be studied as part of the more general Toi 

Ataata (Māori Arts subject), potentially with some constrained choice to enable students to 

focus more strongly on their specific interests. 

Existing and previously planned NCEA Achievement Standards subjects deferred 

for consideration through work with ISBs  

• Agriculture & Horticulture Science has relatively low demand. To ensur  it is well aligned 

to the needs of relevant industries, the development of this as a subject will now be 

considered as part of work with the Industry Skills Boards to develop industry-led subjects.  

• Outdoor Education and Tourism are existing Unit Standard areas t at had previously been 

planned to become NCEA Achievement Standards subjects at Lev l 2 and 3 of NCEA. There 

is some overlap between assessment standards for Outdoor Education and Physical 

Education, and Tourism and Geography, respectively  Unit tanda d usage analysis 

suggests that both subjects are suitable for consideration as industry-led subjects at Years 

12 and 13. To ensure these subjects are well aligned to th  eeds of relevant industries, the 

development of this as a subject will now be consid red as part of work with the Industry 

Skills Boards.  
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