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Composting Food Waste
Learn about different composting systems and how to collect food waste effectively in your school or kura.
On this page
· Different compost systems
· Collecting food waste
· Further help and support

Compost systems differ in the type of food waste they accept and how that waste is collected. Each system breaks down food at different rates, and no single system can manage all compostable material from a school or kura. Many schools introduce one system first, get it working well, then add others as needed.
Different Compost Systems
Compost Bins
Compost bins vary in size—from a simple pile of green waste to modern modular systems.
A compost bin:
· Needs a mix of green and brown materials, so it cannot take food scraps alone
· Breaks down grass clippings, leaves and most food scraps (excluding meat and dairy) when maintained properly
· Can break down slowly, attract flies or vermin if not maintained
· Requires regular upkeep, just like any other system





Worm Bins
Worm bins can be as small as an ice‑cream container or as large as a repurposed spa pool.
A worm bin:
· Can be engaging and inspiring for ākonga, offering hands‑on learning
· Requires regular care, similar to a class pet
· Works best when studentslearn what worms eat, how to keep them healthy, and how to recognise signs of stress

Bokashi Bins
Bokashi systems are compact and designed for indoor use.
A bokashi bin:
· Accepts all types of food scraps, including meat and dairy
· Can be stored under benches or in kitchens
· Should smell like pickles when opened and have no smell when closed if maintained correctly

Offsite Composting Services
Some companies offer commercial compost collection, similar to recycling services. These can be useful when:
· Onsite systems can’t keep up with daily school waste
· The school hosts large events for manuhiri, whānau or other kura






Collecting Food Waste
All compost systems rely on an effective food waste collection process that avoids contamination and prevents over‑filling.
Food Waste Bins
· Food waste bins can be placed in waste stations where studentsand staff eat
· They are typically the smallest bin in the station
· Large bins are harder to lift and clean
· Using a bin without a lid is fine if it’s indoors and emptied daily

Collection Procedure
The compost system you use determines which food scraps can be collected.
You might:
· Designate a class or group of students to collect food scraps each day
· Support them as “compost champions” to monitor what goes into the bin
· Establish a clear process for when compost systems are full—especially near the end of term or after events
Over‑filling stops systems from working and creates unpleasant piles of rotting food.

Signage
Simple, clear signage is most effective.
 Using real photos of what can and cannot be placed in the bin helps avoid confusion.
 Consider involving students in creating signage.




Monitoring and Maintenance
All compost systems need at least fortnightly maintenance.
Rotating responsibilities can work well—for example:
· Term 1: food scrap collection
· Term 2: worm bin care

Further Help and Support
Composting systems offer excellent learning opportunities for students and kaiako. Some kura use a tuakana‑teina model or create videos to teach others how to use the system.
Organisations offering guidance and resources include:
· Enviroschools
· Te Aho Tu Roa
· Garden to Table
· Para Kore
· The New Zealand Curriculum Online – Education for Sustainability resources
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