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3. Some adjustments to the subjects on this list may need to be made once further work to 
develop the content has been progressed (e.g. naming improvements, opportunities for 
consolidation where there is a significant overlap in learning outcomes). 

4. To develop the list of subjects we plan to draft as part of this year’s curriculum writing 
process, we reviewed the pre-existing Achievement Standards subject lists and created 
a new list of subjects that reflect expectations for knowledge-rich and internationally 
comparable curricula. As part of this process, we reviewed the NCEA Level 1 criteria2 

and Level 2/3 principles3 used to develop the pre-existing lists. The criteria for curriculum 
subjects are that they:  

a. build on prior teaching and learning that is part of earlier phases of the national 
curricula  

b. provide for coherent knowledge-rich packages of teaching and learning 

c. support pathways in and beyond school or kura 

d. reflect current and future demand, including new and emerging areas of 
knowledge  

e. support national and international credibility. 

5. In reviewing and updating the pre-existing lists, we considered feedback from previous 
public engagements, insights gained from the implementation of Level 1, insights from 
work on learning area and wāhanga ako position and knowledge papers, and the current 
context for subjects previously deferred for development in the future. We also examined 
selected international jurisdictions’ senior secondary education subject lists, along with 
those available in selected internationally available qualification systems. 

6. There is a narrower range of subjects at Year 11 reflecting that, while beginning to 
specialise is appropriate, Year 11 students benefit from continuing to build a broad 
knowledge base. A larger number of subjects are proposed for Years 12 and 13, 
providing students with more opportunities for specialisation that builds up a deeper 
knowledge base in areas relevant to their interests and future pathways.  

7. The table on the next page shows how the number of subjects compares to what is 
available as curriculum-derived Achievement Standards subjects now, and to selected 
international jurisdictions and qualifications. 

 

 

 
2 Annex B Technical Report NCEA Level 1 clean 8.5.pdf 
3 2-v2.-signed-BN-NCEA-L2-3-Subject-List-for-NZC-and-approach-to-Tech-Report-f..  (1).pdf 
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Next steps 
 
9. If you are comfortable with the Phase 5 subject list we will begin work on developing 

content for these subjects and will formally seek your agreement through an Education 
Report. That report will speak in more detail to the approach taken and also show the 
VET subjects.  
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