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Frequently asked questions
Settlement between IHC, the Ministry of Education and Minister of Education
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[bookmark: _Toc216952531]Questions and answers
[bookmark: _Toc216952532]Definition
[bookmark: _Toc216952533]What is the definition of disability? 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities defines a disability as any long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairment which, in interaction with various barriers, may hinder the full and effective participation of disabled people in society on an equal basis with others. 
The aim of the Framework for Action is to create a quality education system that has the capacity to respond to the needs of all students, including those who are disabled or have additional learning support needs. 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-2.html

[bookmark: _Toc216952534]Stakeholder group
[bookmark: _Toc216952535]Will parents of disabled learners be included in the stakeholder group?
We are seeking members with knowledge and experience of supporting a disabled person. This could include parents and family members of disabled students.
[bookmark: _Toc216952536]How old do you have to be to be part of the stakeholder group?  
Members should be at least 18 years old as meetings will take place during school hours. 

[bookmark: _Toc216952537]Funding 
[bookmark: _Toc216952538]Does this settlement result in increased funding for disabled learners? 
No. Budget 2025 provided a significant investment in learning support; this funding is being used in alignment with the settlement. Additional funding, to meet the Framework objectives, may be sourced through future budget processes.  

[bookmark: _Toc216952539]Will members of the Stakeholder group be paid?
Yes, the Ministry will pay external members of the group in line with the Cabinet Fees Framework. 
Guidance: Cabinet Fees Framework - Te Kawa Mataaho Public Service Commission

[bookmark: _Toc216952540]Framework 
[bookmark: _Toc216952541]Does the Framework for Action include early childhood education? 
The Framework for Action is centred around school-aged students, but the stakeholder group may have opportunities to advise on work related to learning support in early childhood.  
[bookmark: _Toc216952542]Will learners in other education settings be considered as part of this work?  
Yes, the Framework for Action aims to reduce barriers for disabled students, and those with additional support needs, across different education settings.  
Some students may be learning through a specialist setting, Te Kura or another alternative setting, due to mainstream settings not meeting their needs.  
The Framework for Action commits the Ministry of Education to investigating the learning and life impacts of, and alternatives to, specialist schools, and report on the outcomes of that investigation to the stakeholder group.  
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