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Centre-based: PF113 Infant toddler space 
	Supporting Mixed Age play spaces
If your service includes a mixed age play space, the following checklist can help you consider how the space supports children of different ages:


	✅ Checklist

	☐
	Support safe exploration: Make sure young children can move freely and safely as they learn to crawl and walk. Use low risers and thoughtful indoor design to support safe movement. For outdoors, plan the layout so children can access equipment easily—without needing to cross busy areas such as a bike tracks.

	☐
	Respect older children’s focus: Provide areas where older children can concentrate on projects or play without constant interruption.

	☐
	Encourage tuakana-teina relationships: Support older children to interact with younger ones in respectful, caring ways—helping guide and include them in shared play.



	Designated Infant and Toddler Spaces
If your service has a separate designated space for infants and toddlers, the following checklist can help you consider how the space supports their needs:

	✅ Checklist

	☐
	[bookmark: _Hlk206431754]Create safe boundaries: Use low barriers to separate the space—avoid fences or dividers that could be tripping hazards. Even in a designated space, less mobile children need protection from more mobile children. Use low risers and thoughtful indoor design to support safe movement. For outdoors, plan the layout so children can access equipment easily—without needing to cross busy areas like bike tracks.

	☐
	Plan staffing: deploy staff to maintain adult-to-child ratios

	☐
	Create opportunities: think about how infants and toddlers can have opportunities to play and learn alongside older children.
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