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Hon Erica Stanford 

Minister of Education 

Minister of Immigration 
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Tania Stapleforth-Hill 
Presiding Member 
Tahakopa School Board 
921 Tahakopa Valley Road 

Tena koe Tania 

Decision to close Tahakopa School 

Thank you for your communication of 15 October 2024, confirming that there are no further 

arguments you wish to make in favour of Tahakopa School remaining open. 

After considering all the information provided to me, I am still satisfied that Tahakopa School 

should close and have made the decision that the school will close on 11 April 2025. 

Please ensure you follow the surplus staffing processes regarding school closure that are outlined 

in the relevant collective agreements. The school's employment relations advisor organisation will 

be able to assist you with these matters. 

Please contact Judith Forbes, Manager Integrated Services at Judith.forbes@education.govt.nz if 

you have any questions about the closure process. 

I realise that it is not an easy matter for a Board and a school community to be involved in the 

closure of their school. I would like to take this opportunity to convey my appreciation of the service 

that the Board, its previous members and the school staff have given to Tahakopa School and its 

community. The time, expertise, and support that has been provided over the years to the school 

community has been greatly appreciated. 

Naku noa, na 

Hon Erica Stanford 
Minister of Education 

CC: Nancy Bell, Hauto Te Mahau, Te Tai Runga I Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Education 
Julie Anderson, Director of Education, Otago Southland 

Private Bag 18041. Parliament Buildings. Wellington 6160. New Zealand I +64 4 817 6805 I e.stanford a:ministers.govt.nz 
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