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Curriculum Insights and Progress Study 
 

The Curriculum Insights and Progress study was established in 2023 to monitor Year 3, 6 and 8 

student achievement and progress in the refreshed New Zealand Curriculum and develop insights 

that can be used to enable and support system improvement. It is run by the University of Otago and 

New Zealand Council for Educational Research.  

The study has two assessment components: 

• four yearly cycle assessing the 8 learning areas of the curriculum, 2 per year 

• annual assessment of foundational areas of reading, writing and maths.  

This report deals with how students are progressing annually in the foundational areas of reading 

and maths.  

2023 was the first year of the study which involved a reduced timeline for preparation and in turn a 

reduced scope including the number of schools involved. In 2023, the foundational areas of reading 

and maths were assessed. In 2024, writing and maths will be assessed. From 2025, reading, writing 

and maths will be assessed every year. 

2023 reading and maths results can be found on Education Counts and on the University of Otago 

Curriculum Insights and Progress Study website. 
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Data collection 

• Data collection was via an online assessment implemented by classroom teachers on school 

devices in October 2023. Answers were scored automatically. 

• The maths assessment was a computer adaptive assessment drawing from a bank of 

selected response and short answer questions.  

• The reading assessment used a range of tasks aligned to the progress outcomes of the 2023 

draft Te Mātaiaho.  

 

Curriculum alignment 

• The assessment of Years 3, 6 and 8 corresponds with the end of the first three phases of 

learning described in the refreshed curriculum. 

• All maths questions were aligned to the progress outcomes from the 2023 draft Te Mātaiaho 

curriculum and related to number, algebra, space, statistics, and probability. 

• The reading assessment at Year 3 included word recognition, sentence completion and cloze 

exercise and comprehension of longer texts. Comprehension questions covered information 

retrieval, local inference and more complex inference to integrate and interpret information 

across a text.  

• Year 6 reading also included completing sentences that used a range of grammatical 

structures and forms of punctuation, recognising synonyms in a sentence context, cloze 

exercises and comprehending texts. 

• At Year 8 reading exercises also included exercises such as choosing the correct word to 

restore meaning to a sentence, recognising synonyms in the context of a sentence, as well as 

comprehension of longer texts. 

 

Sampling Comments 

The identities of participating schools are not released publicly. Likewise, the assessment items are 

kept confidential so that they can be reused in future assessment. 
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2023 Reading and maths strengths and weaknesses 
 

• The last two sections provide examples of the overall strengths and weaknesses of New 

Zealand students in reading and maths.   

 

What the assessments showed that students understood, knew and could do (abbreviated version 

of insights; full version found in downloadable A3s) 

Examples: = could do, = had less success with 

Year 3 

Word Recognition: 

✓ Recognised common words with vowel and consonant digraphs (e.g., shoes, chair). 

❖ Found it difficult to recognise homophones (e.g., whether/weather) and uncommon vowel 

sounds (e.g., warm for worm, seize for scissors). 

Reading Comprehension: 

✓ Found retrieving information easier than making inferences. 

❖ Found it difficult to respond to texts in less familiar contexts and non-straightforward 

structures (e.g., poem stanzas). 

Year 6 

Vocabulary: 

✓ Frequently chose contextually appropriate words, though not always synonymous with the 

intended word. 

❖ Struggled to replace words that were less likely to be part of their familiar, everyday 

language (e.g., genuine, theme, compact).  

Reading Comprehension: 

✓ Found fictional texts easier to understand than historical or biographical texts. 

❖ Made inferences more easily when they could draw on prior knowledge (e.g., moa are 

extinct) but struggled with inferences requiring close reading and synthesis in unfamiliar 

contexts (e.g., life of Hone Tūwhare). 

Year 8  

Vocabulary: 

✓ Often chose contextually appropriate words that were not exact synonyms of the intended 

replacements. 

❖ Struggled with replacing less familiar words (e.g., juts, alleged) and often opted for colloquial 

terms (e.g., challenging for treacherous). 

✓ Succeeded in replacing words related to world events or school contexts (e.g., perseverance, 

unprotected). 
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Reading Comprehension: 

✓ Found information retrieval easier than both local and complex inferencing. 

❖ Interpreting, integrating, critiquing, and evaluating were generally less difficult than 

inferencing questions. 

✓ Successfully comprehended various types of texts, including narratives, poems, and science-

based non-fiction. 
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2023 Maths strength and weaknesses 
 

What the assessments showed that students understood, knew and could do or had less success 

with (abbreviated version of insights; full version found in downloadable A3s) 

Examples: = 2/3 of students could, = had less success with 

Year 3 

✓ answer questions involving addition and subtraction with a single-digit number and a two-

digit number, e.g. 26-7. 

✓ identify the line of symmetry on a triangle. 

✓ share a small collection of objects equally among two or three people, e.g. 15 objects among 

3 people.  

❖ multiplying a single-digit number and two-digit number. 

❖ adding and subtracting two- and three-digit numbers. 

❖ finding a unit fraction of a whole. 

Year 6 

✓ identify the number of 10s in a three-digit number. 

✓ find a simple fraction of a whole. 

✓ read a scale marked in half-units. 

❖ adding and subtracting fractions and decimals. 

❖ multiplying two-digit numbers. 

❖ working flexibly with perimeters, areas and turns. 

Year 8 

✓ able to find a common percentage of a whole, e.g. 25%. 

✓ add two-digit numbers.  

✓ read scales to halves and tenths. 

❖ ordering fractions with different denominators. 

❖ subtracting decimal numbers with renaming.  

❖ calculating the volume of a shape.   

 

More information is available on the website of the Curriculum Insights and Progress Study. 
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